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Exo Dbus xx. 24. 
— Is all places vr 7 raced mapmane, 7 | 
will come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee 


ERP HIS chapter begi begins with an account 
— 5 of the giving of 8 the 
34 decalogue, or ten comma on 
* mount Sinai, to the children of 
Feel A very compendious ſyſtem of mora- 
lity this, and was peculiarly calculated for that 

- as the to it ſhows, I am the 
Lord thy Gad wobich have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage ; 
thou ſhalt have no other God, &c. and was admi- 


rably adapted to their tempers, dilj and 
circumſtances; and exceedingly well ſuited 


w correfd'their minds. and manners; and: to 
guide and direct em in matters of religion, 
ati hate ee God and man: not but 
that all of it, that is of a moral nature, is bind- 


ing upon the Gentiles, and eſpecially ought 


ere by ws Chitin, 2 


LY Tauer r BD 
I unrany- 
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5 ( 4.) | 
ourſelves to be the followers of Jeſus ; fince 


moſt of the precepts of it have been recited” 
and urged by him, and the whole by him 


love to our neighbour; ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy Gad with all thy beart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind; this 
ig the firſt and great commandment : and the 
fecond is hike unto it, Thou. fhalt lhe thy 
neighbour as thyſelf : on theſe two command- 


having men- 
ſecond table, 
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not bear. the law? the voice and 
it, its menaces and curſes, what 
it faith to them who are under it, that every 
mouth may be flopped, and all the world may 
tive B 2 be- 
ir. ix. 21. Rom. w. 22. * Heb, A. 21. 
i Gal. iv. 21. * | 


was found neceſſary, and deſired by the people 


are Gad k. It accuſes of 
breaches and violations of it; it effectually 
ſupports its charges; it convicts of guilt, and 
confounds the ſinner; and ſays enough, to 
the ſilencing of all objections; 5 ic ping 
can be ſaid, why judgment ſhould not pro- 
ceed, NN and 
executed: to them who are of the works of 


- (6) 
become guilty bef, 


the lau; who ſeek for juſtification, ſalvation, 


and eternal life, by obedience to it; it fays, 
curſed is every one that continueth not. in all 
things, which are written in the book of the 
law, to do them. In ſhort, it is a cutting and 
killing letter, and the miniſtration of con- 
demnation and death. Hence a Mediator 


of Jrael, at this time the law was given; 
they ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak thou with us, and 
we will bear; but let not God ſpeak with us, 
left we die, J. 19. This office Moſes under- 
took, at their requeſt, and drew near unto the 
thick derinck, u where God was, y. 2 1. and be- 
came a Mediator between God and them; and 
has the name of one given him. Hence the law 


s faid to be ordained by angels, in the hand of a 


Mediator ; that is, Moſes, who was a type of 
Chriſt, the Mediator between God and man ; 
by whom we have acceſs to him, with bold- 
neſs and confidence, thro” his being the ful- 
n. 


* Rom. iii. 19. 1 Gal. iii. 10. _ = Gal. iii. 19. | 


_ ® Rom. x. 4. EL 
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 . the Jeuiſb nation, that to them 


(7) 
229 and bearing the penalty 
we tho“ this law, as to the manner of 
its delivery, was ſo terrible; yet, as to the 
matter of it, it was holy, juſt, and good; a 
_ tranſcript of the divine nature, and a revela- 
tion of the will of God; ww > 
favour ; and a liar privilege to be in- 
dulged with ä „ what 
nation is there ſo great, het both Ratutes and 
judgments ſo righteous, as all this law that I ſet 
before you this day? And the pfalmiſt David 
n 
diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of God to the people 
of Mael; be ſheweth bis word unto Jacob; 
bis flatutes and bis 5 s unto Iſrael; be 
hath not dealt ſo with any nation ; and.as for 
bis judgments they have not known them ; 


praiſe ye the Lord . And the apoſtle Paul 
reckons, 


among the many ſpecial privileges of 
pertained the 
covenant, the of the law, and the ſer- 
vice of God 5. Wherefore, fince Jehovah 
condeſcended to ſpeak with them from 
heaven, and favoured them with a divine 
revelation; they were lou] vader 
to ſerve and him, in the manner he 
ſhould direct them, as well as in places where 
they ſhould do it. Tow baue ſeen, ſays Ny. 
Load 22, 23. that I have talked with yen 


hen: oe fl le with tee of | 


"+ Dea iv. 8. . calvii, 19, 20. 3 
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offer on it ſacrifice unto him, 
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ing; they may pray and preach, and ad- 


„ 
Jeruſalem, nor any other particular place, are 
men obliged to worſhip the Father ; but they 
may worſhip him any where, fo be it they 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth a 
the goſpel-diſpenſation, men may lif It up holy 
where, without — and doubt- 


. the ordinances of Chriſt, wherever 
they can find a place proper and convenient: 


the only deſcription of places, and the only 


direction to us, where we ſhould meet and 
worſhip, is, where God records his name: 

and, in this light and view of things, 
conſider the above words, „ 


I. What thoſe 
W and where his people have 
encoura to ſerve and worſhip him; 
and theſe are, where he records his name. 


II. The regard he has to ſuch: places, and 
* 


he gives to perſons that 
his preſence 


and 
his blefling ; 7 ** 


encouragement 
worſhip him: he 


bleſs thee. 


I. The 3 
1 The plas or get hen te and he 
ſhews a regard. 
corded. Under this head I ſhall ſhew, what 
is meant by the name of the Lord; what by 


Gal. iv. 21, 23, 24. ” r Tim. ii. 8. 


Under 


I hall 


Hes ws Se has 


unto, are where his name is re- 


C 


re- 


(mm) 
recording his name ; and point at the places 
where this may be done. 

Firſt, what 4. intended by the name 
of the Lord; which admits of various fig- 
nifications. 1. by it is ſometimes meant the 
Lord himſelf; as, when it is faid, the name 
of the God of Facob defend thee ; that is, 
God himſelf, who is Jacob's God; for who 
elſe is the defence of his people? he is a 
wall of fire round about them ; he is their 
place of defence ; which is the munition of 
rocks; and being ſo, they may ſing unto 


God their ſtrength, and fay unto him, as 


David did, God is my defence, and the Ged 
of my mercy?. Again, when it is faid, the 
name of the Lord is a firong tower, the rigb- 
teous runneth unto it, and 1s ofe *. * The 
meaning is, the Lord himſelf is a ſtrong 
tower; and ſuch the pſalmiſt often calls him, 
aying, he is my ſalvation and my high tower, 
a ſhelter for me, and the ſirong tower from 
the enemy: hither do the faints betake them- 
ſelves, in times of diftreſs and. danger ; and 
here they remain ſafe until the calamities be 
euer paß. So the name of Chriſt ſignifies 
Chriſt himſelf; in his name ſhall the Gentiles 
oy that is, in himſelf; in his perſon 
for acceptance z in his righteouſneſs for juſti- 
fication; Ih his blood for par. 
fulneſs for all ſupply. Nor is any other the 


2 Pf xe. x. FN k. 7. 2 Prov. xviiz. 10, 


f xviii.' 1. and bx. 3. d Matt. xü. 17. 


pardon; and in his 


j . ; as, When it is faid of 
i; _ Chriſt, Are preſence; the angel 
that went before the [/rachtes, and guided 
and guarded them thro' the wilt, bo 


; every 
ection of Deity ; all that the Father hath 
has ; he is the capreſs image of his per- 
fon; and fo like him, havipg the whole di- 
vine nature in him, that he who ſees the one 
ſees the other. And, : s theſe are in him, as 
God, as a divine perſon; ſo they are difplay'd 
in him as Mediator ; in 8 bee 
claimed his name; that i is, his. 
mercy, grace, goodneſs, juſtice, and — 
prey ; fince it follows, the Lord, "the 
J God, merciful and gracious, T 
Jering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, 
keeping merey for hf 3 inipui 
and trunſgreſſian, and 
„„ ., ; fr thee ins 


perſections are more eſpec Sally 
bur redemption and Theben by Cheſt where 5 
— 


. San . © Exod. xi 19. 


= 5» 6. 7- 


\ 


Cbriſt, and in the work of 


613) 


and truth are met together, ri 


and peace bave kifled each other *. —_ 


more, where, it is faid, O Lird our God, bow 
excellent is thy name in all the earth* ! the 
ſenſe is; what à glorious diſplay of thy per- 
fections is made in the earth, through the 


i the ! whereby, n le 
baba goſpel Jr San 


of it, to which this 

given the "big bt of the . of the 
ghry of God, in ace, or perſon, of Jeſus 
Chr; Gn th or the glorious perfeCtions 
of are ſet forth in the perſon of 


ſo in the latter day, by the ſame means, will 
| the earth be filled with the knowledge of the 
| glory of the Zerg, as the waters cover the 


3. By the name of the Lord 
a” Ns i of i Lk by which 
he is revealed, manifeſted, and made known 
| to the ſons of men. The firſt name of his 


we meet with, is that of Elabim; in the be- ' 


ginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and 
the earth * ; which name has the fignification 
of worſhip and adoration in it ; being derived 
from a root i which Hgnifie to worſhip ; 

. - God 


Hab. ii. ”y 


14 


Dona namen dum, 


: and | 


may be meant, 


»2 Cor. iv. 6 


finger. 
Coluit, veneratus eft, adoravit, - 


(14) 
| God being the ſole object of religious wor- 
ſhip; and' to which the apoſtle may be 
thought to have ſome reſpect, when he ex- 
plains Deity, by that which is worſhipped ; 
for, ſpeaking of Antichriſt, he ſays, who op- 
| Puſeth and exalteth bimſelf above all that is 
called God, or is worſhipped ®. And the 
word Elabim being of the plural number, 
may with propriety enough be rendered, be 
adorable ones ; and very 
denote a plurality ; 3 which, to divine 
revelation, is a trinity of perſons, the Father, 


the Wotd, and the Holy Ghoſt ; which three 
are One; and who manifeſtly appear in the 


creation of all things: the Father, who cre- 
ated all things by ſeſus Chriſt; and the 


Word, who Fake, and it was done; who 


commanded, and it ſtood faſt ; who faid, let 


ſuch and ſuch a thing be, and it was: and 


the Spirit of God, .. garniſhed The hea- 


vens, and moved upon the face of the waters; 
and brought the confuſed and indigeſted 
chaos into the beautiful order the earth fince 
was; fo true is that of the pfalmiſt, by zbe 
word of Fw Lord were the heavens made, and 


all 


a ogy noe pops, e. numen venerabile ſeu ado- 
— Stockii Clavis Ling S. p- 61. Jure meritiſſimo con- 
itur, n geminam radicem, alteram 


| N 7uravit, L 
4 & radicali, Calit, unde "TN nomen co. 


ecbultems. Comment. in job i. 1. Tom. I. Sic 
— — 10 EA Vil. 1. Paths Dillert. ds 


* in Theſaur. Philol. Theolog. Vol. I. . 677. 
= 2 Theſſ. ij. 4. 


well de thought to 


Ol od os les. Sa. am ww tw . 


8 TP 
all the hoſt of them by the breath, or ſpirit, of 
Bis mouth . The next name by which God 
made himſelf known, is that of God Almighty; 
of which he himſelf ſays, I appeared unto 


Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Jacob, by the 
name of God Almighty ; referring, no doubt, 
in the firſt place, and particularly to his ap- 
pearance to Abraham, when ninety years of 
age; to whom he ſaid, I am the Almghty 
God; wall before me, and be thou perfect v; 
a name that well agrees with him ; as is clear 
by his making all things out of nothing ; by 
upholding, and maintaining in being the 
things he has made; by the redemption and 
eſervation of his people; and by fulfillin 
his purpoſes, prophecies, and iſes a: — 
there is no name or title by which he makes 
himſelf known, that is more ſuited to en- 
courage the faith and hope of his children, 


in times of difficulty and danger; ſince his 
0 4 os | 18 ; 7 / | 


not to take notice of other etymologies 
ſee Baxtocki Diſert. de Nominibus Dei 


Lhovah ua I not known 1 IP 
exiſtence ; of him as the 
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bim who 
his name? 
vw : Wah; 
and 1 am ' ſhall be; or, as 7obn well 


it, which is, and which was, and 


taking in all time, and 
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(0¹86) 
often pre faces his prophecies with it; and is 
very properly given him; fince he choſe the 
people of Tjrael, above all people, to be his 
pecial people ; and diſtinguiſhed them from 
others, by many peculiar favours; he a- 
vouched them to be his people; and they 
avouched him to be their God ; this was his 
Old Teſtament-· name and title; and was al- 
moſt out of date, as one obſerves ; when 
| Zechariah, the father of John Baptiſt, uſed 
it, who is the laſt that did ; rag lefſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, for be bath uifited 
and redeemed his people * ; for, quickly after, 
another name of his took place; which is, 
Bis New Teſtament- name and title; the Gad 
and Father of our Lord Teſus Chrift *, uſed by, 
the apoſtles Paul and Peter. God is the God of 
Chriſt, as Chriſt is man ; the human nature of 
Chriſt, Me of God, the true taber- ; 
nacle, which God pitched, and not man; and 
hich he ed filled, and adorned with 
the gifts and graces of the Spirit, without 
meaſure ; and ** 2 loved Bo. 
as bis God, and ed his commands, om 
a layr of love in bis heart 5 bim he in 
from his mother's womb; and in him he 


believed, had the ſtrongeſt confidence. in 
him, that he was near him, would help him, 


ſtand by him, and juſtify bim; to him he 
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—_ all the ſame glorious names; 
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acob, the ſceptre ſhall 
udab, nor a ver from 
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(21) ; 
he ſhould RE > 


er ; 

us; and he is become the fulfilling end of 
the law for righteouſneſs, to every one that 
| believes; and to whom he is alſo made righ- 
teouſneſs, and they made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him: and, not to forget that delight- 
ful name of Jeſus, given to him becauſe he 
ſaves his from their fins ; nor Meſſiah, 
which fignifies Chriſt, or Anointed; he being 
anointed as prophet, prieſt, and king, with 
the oil of gladneſs, the Holy. Ghoſt, and his 
grace,. above his fellows ; 1 
the.ſaints receive the unction, that anointing, 
which teaches all things, and arc denominated 
_ Chriſtians. To this name of Chriſt - the 
church ſeems to allude, when the fays, thy 
name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do 
| the virgins love thee “. 
: e pime of the Lord Gunetions 4. 
figns the goſpel ; as, when Chriſt ſays to his 
Divine Father, I: have - manifeſted thy name 
.- unto the men, -which-thou gaveſt me. out of the 
world * ; that 5, biz ind and will, which be 

= 2 Jer. ü- 6. Cant. i. 3. Ich. xvii: 6. 
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Von, fafety, S, 
were, each of them, the ark 
| ſeat, memorials of Chriſt, 
ſuch as had > of. 
faith in him, and dati 
in mind of him. The 8 
made of Shittim ms | 
with denoting incorruption, 
arit Re and duration of 
Chriſt ; its principal uſe was, to contain in it 
the teſtimony of the will of God, the two 
tables of ſtone, with the law of the ten com- 
mandments on them; which: were renewed 


ſlined 
ting of that 


and its ſanction yielded to; 83 it 
is preſerved and continued, in all its perfection 
merey- ſcat is alſo a type of Chriſt, and a me- 


% 


18 
God, 2e! 
which the Greet interpreters 
brew word by, for the mercy 
the a Paul concerning Cheiſh, when he 
fays of him, whom God hath ſet forth to be 4 
_ proprtiation ©, -n, 2 mercy-ſeat. This 
was over the ark, in which the law was, a 


cover to it; and of the ſame length and 
breadth with it J ing that. Chriſt's obe- 
dience and ſacrifice, - are com- 


Nr 
and a covering of all the ſins of God's people, 
for whom this ſacrifice is offered, which are 
tranſgreſſions of the law, and through which 
God is and merciful to finners ; for, 
though he has proclaimed his name, a God 
gracious and merciful, it is only in Chriſt; 
the ſpecial of God is only communi- 
cated through Chriſt ; there is no mercy to 
be expetted but by him ; the poor publican 
was in. the right, when he prayed, * God be 
merciful, iXaotwri, or be propitious, or ſhew 
mercy through the propitiatory ſacrifice of 
Chriſt, to me @ ſinner. The ſtores of mercy 
are laid up in Chriſt ; it is fer bim, for his 
fake, and with him, that he keeps his mercy, 
his covenant-grace and mercy, for evermore *: 
he is the throne of wy es as: mercy-lont, 

to 
„Lake mit 13. *Pf, IXXXix. 28. 
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(26) 
to which the ſaints ſhould have recourſe in 
all their times of need; and where, and where 
only they may expect to find grace, and ob- 
tain mercy ; yea, it is to this 
to the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and for 


ſered on it, were typical 


| (27) 
deſigned to put the facrificers in mind of it, 
and to lead their faith to it, without which, 
theirs were unacceptable to God. The lambs 
of the daily ſacrifice, in the morning and 
evening, were remembrancers of Chriſt the 
Lamb of God, who taketh, continually takes 
away the fins of men, committed by them. 
So the ſlaying of the paſſover-lamb, the burn- 
ing of the = heifer, with all other facrifices, 
whether offered every day, every month, or 
every year ; they all pointed at Chriſt, and 
his ſacrifice, whereby he has put away fin, 
and perfected for ever them that are ſancti- 
fied: and now, by appointing and continuing 
theſe, Jehovah cauſed his name to be re- 
membred ; whoſe perfections were diſplayed 
and olorified in the ſacrifice of his Son; to 
which the faith of his people were by theſe 
directe. 

d dly, Under the goſpel - diſpenſation, God 
Nr 
1 


word, and by the adminiſtration 
nances. 


f 1. By the word, and by the miniſters of it 

whos deſcriptive character is, that make men- 
tion of the Lord, or cauſe him to be remem- 
bred, or are his remembrancers; which is 
much the ſame phraſe that is here uſed A 
principal part of their buſineſs is, to admonzſb; 
to be the monitors of men ; io pot tham/in 
mind, as the word _ fignifies * ; to = 


7 If. Kii. 6. 25s 14 Nw 


( 28) 
goth in mind of their privileges and duties; 
t them in mind of the grace of God, 

the bleſſings of it; of Chriſt, his perſon, 

pr ny and grace, and of the ſeveral doctr ines 
of the everlaſting goſpel, for their comfort and 

edification. So the apoſtle Peter determined, 
whilſt he was in this tabernacle, in the body, 
in the preſent ſtate of things, ſo long as he re- 
mained in the world, to /{ir up the ſaints, by 
putting them in remembrance of theſe things, 
though they knew them, and were eſtabliſhed 
in them *; and then may the miniſters of 
the goſpel be faid to record the name of the 
Lord, and the Lord to record it, by them ; 

| or cauſe it to be remembred, when, 

(1. ) They put thoſe in mind, to whom they 


miniſter, of the love, grace, and mercy of 


God, diſplayed in ſalvation by ſeſus Chriſt ; 
when, as God has 3 his name, a 


God gracious and merciful, abundant in good- 
neſs and truth, forgiving iniquity, and tranſ- 


and fin; they alſo publiſh and pro- 
claim the ſame grace and mercy of his, as 
it is ſhewn forth in the ſeveral parts and 
branches of ſalvation; or, in other words, 
when they alteide falvation, both in whole 


and in to the free grace and ſovereign 


God in Chriſt. For inſtance, when 
they declare, that God's choice of men te to 


* 2Pet. i. 12, 13. 


. 
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ſovereign will and pleaſure; when they aſſert 
there is ſuch an act in God; and that this is 
eternal; that it paſſed before men had done 
either good or evil, and had no reſpect to 
either; that the moving cauſe of it, are not 
the faith, or holineſs, or obedience, and good 
works of men; nor the foreſight of any, or 
either of them; that it does not ſtand upon 
the works of man, but upon the will of God; 
and therefore truly called the election of grace; 
and which the apoſtle moſt clearly evinces, 
by arguing in ſuch a ſtrong and nervous man- 
ner about it; if by grace, then is it no more 
of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace; 
but if it be of works, then is it no more grace; 
otherwiſe work tis no more work. Likewiſe, 
when they attribute the miſſion of Chriſt into | 

this world, in order to obtain ſalvation for | 
men, purely to the good-will, grace, and | 
mercy of God, as the ſcriptures do; which 
aſſure us, that it is owing to the fender mercy 
of our God, his bowels of compaſſion to ſin- 
ful, miſerable creatures, that he day-ſpring 
from on high, the Meſſiah, the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs, whoſe rifing, and coming here, 
made the glorious goſpel-day, has viſited us ©; 
by the beamings forth of his love and grace, : 
in the aſſumption of our nature; by ſending ll 
forth the light of truth abroad in the world; 1 
and diſpelling the darkneſs of error, ignorance, 
and ity ; the deſign of whoſe appear- 
| E 2 ance 


d Rom. xi. 5, 6. | © Luke i, 78: 


(30) 
ance was not merely to deliver a ſyſtem of 
doctrines, and to recommend them by his 
own example, but to ſuffer and die for us ; 
and, by fo doing, redeem us from fin and 
death, and everlaſting ruin : and, his coming 
on fuch an errand, 1s entirely the fruit and 
effect of divine love ; God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, and ſent 
him into the world, to be the propitiation, 
Saviour, and Redeemer ; and in this the love 
of God is manifeſted to us; berein is love *; 
this is a full proof and demonſtration of it; ; 
and it appears the more illuſtrious and free, 
when it is obſerved, the perſons that God 
gave his.Son for, indo. the hands of juſtice, 
and death, and Chrift died for, are repre- 
ſented, not only as without ſtrength, but as 
ungodly, finners, and enemies in their minds, 
by wicked works. Now, when the love, 
grace, and mercy of God, in this inſtance, 
are publiſhed, then is the name of the Lord 
proclaimed and recorded, as a God gracious 
and merciful. Alſo, when the bleffings of 
juſtification, and pardon of fin, are —_—_ to 
the ſame {ovrce and origin, fpring and foun- 
tain, even the unmerited grace of God in 
Chriſt ; for, though upon the account of the. 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the imputation of 
it, God is 71/7, whilſt he is. the ju/tsfier of him 
that believes in Teſigg ; and as juſtification pro- 
ceeds upon, and through the redemption that 

| is 


© John wi. 16. 1 John iv. 9, 10. 
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& | > 
is in Chriſt ; yet this hinders not but that is 
freely by the grace of God *; for i it is grace 
that provided his righteouſneſs, accepts of it, 
and imputes it ; and it is the free gift of God 
to man; and fo is faith itſelf, which receives 
n; ungodly men are juſtified by it; and this 

is imputed, without works, unto them: and 
then is the grace of God, in this article, ex- 
alted and m when it is roundly de- 
clared, for which there is the greateſt au- 
thority, „ ens af the Bow, comme 
zs, or can be juſtified ; but that juſtification is 
by faith in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, without the 


works of it. pry qc naps 34 though 
through the blood of Chriſt, which was 


nass 
forgive it: and be is % and faithful in doing 
it, on that account ; yet it is according to the 
riches of bis grace, and the multitude of bis 
tender mercies *, that he wes fin, even 

for Chriſt's fake : and then is the name of the 

Lord recorded, when forgiveneſs of fin is 
in the name of Chriſt; and the name 
of God is publiſhed and proclaimed, a God 
forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin, 
freely, and fully, on his account. In ſhort, 


this is done, when falvation is aſſerted to be 
= | 


not according to mens works, but according 

W when it is 

W 20 25, 26. # John i. 9. Eph. 4.7, 
a 


Za 
affirmed, that it is not by works of righteouſ- 
neſs the beſt men have done, and in the beſt 
manner, they are ſaved; but by the abundant 
mercy of God, through Chriſt ; that it is by 
alone that ſalvation is, and i not by works, 


grace 
leſt any ſhould boaſt; and that it is through 
faith ; and that not of ourſelves, for it is the 


gilt of God. In a word ; the name of God 
is recorded, when not the merits of men, but 
the mercy of God, is ied ; when not 
free will, but free grace, is preached ; when 


falration 3 is ſaid to be, not of him that willeth,“ 


nor of him that runneth, but of God, that 
ſheweth mercy; when regeneration is a- 
ſcribed, not to the might and power of man, 
but to the ſpirit of the Lord of hoſts; when 
men are taught to attribute all they have, and 
are, and do, to the grace of God; and to ſay 
with the apoſtle, by the grace of God I am 


bat Jam t; and when it is the drift of the 


miniſtry, and the concern of thoſe in it, to 
diſplay the riches of divine grace, and the 


God in the predeſtination, redemption, and 
falvation of men. 

2. Then do miniſters of the word record, 
make mention of, and cauſe to be remembred, 
the name of the Lord; and God does it by 
them when they preach Chriſt and him cru- 
cified, as God's alone way of ſalvation. This 


5 x Cor. xv. 10. 


glory of it; which is the ultimate end of 
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was the courſe the firſt miniſters of the goſpel 
ſteered ; they preached not themſelves ; 
they did not ſeek themſelves, fo neither did 
they exalt themſelves and others; they did 
not preach up the purity of human nature, 
the power of mans free will, the ſuffici 2 
of good works to juſtify before God, 
render acceptable in his fight; but Chrift fur 
the Lord“, as the only redeemer and ſaviour 
of loſt finners. Particularly, this was the 
reſolution and determination of the great 
apoſtle of the gentiles: for ſo he ſays, w 

ting to the Corinthiant, I determined t 
know ; that is, to make known, nothing 
among you, Jave Feſus Chriſt, and bim cruct- 
fied ©; meaning, in the great affair and buſi- 
neſs of ſalvation ; and this d determination he 
abode by, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition 
made unto him, and contempt that was caft 
on him for it: we preach, ſays he, Chri/t 
crucified, unto the Jeus a flumbling, and to 
the Greeks © fooliſbneſi. Thus did he, and 
other preachers of the goſpel, record the 
name of the Lord to good purpoſe wherever 
they came ; and fo do all ſuch who make 
mention in their miniſtry of the glorious per- 
ſon of Chriſt, as God over all ble for ever; 
as the true God, and eternal life; as the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the ex- 


> k_ of his perſon ; whoſe glory is the 
gory of the only bre of he Father be- 


ing 
Þ Cor. iv. 3. © x Car. i. 2. 1 Cor. i. 23. 


- him ; and 


( 34) 
ing in the glorious form, and having all the 
glorious perfections of deity in him. When 
they deſcribe him as the God-man, as white 


and ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, 


and altogether lovely in his 


when they | 


perſon and offices ; 


him as the only mediator between God and 
man; in whom the ſaints are bleſſed with all 


ſpiritual bleſſings; through whom they have 


a participation of all grace here, and have 
both = eb unto, and meetneſs for, eternal 


glory hereafter ; who is now the way of 


acceſs to the father, and of acceptance with 
by whom all the facrifices of 
prayer and praiſe are to be offered to God, 
and become acceptable to him ; as well as he 
will be the medium of all that glory that ſhall 
be enjoyed hereafter : then alſo do they re- 
cord the name of the Lord, and he by them, 


when they declare there is no other name 


ven among men whereby they muſt be 
= than the name of Chriſt ; that there 
is ſalvation in none but him; that it is in 
vain to hope for it in the multitude of hills 


and mountains, or from mens works, be 


they ever ſo many ; even tho' they were piled 
up as mountains aiming at heaven, and ſeek- 
ing to reach it: and when this is the ſubject 
of their miniſtry, the faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſave finners ; hs 

” ys 


peak of him, and direct unto 
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fays the apoſtle, I am chief. When alſo 
they make mention of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and him only, as the matter of a 
ſinner's juſtification before God; when they 
preach, that thro' Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
neſs believers are juſtified from all things they 
could not be by the law of Moſes, and obedience 
to it: and then may they be ſaid to turn 
many to righteouſneſs* ; or to juſtify many, 
that is, by guiding and directing them alone 
to Chriſt for righteouſneſs : likewiſe when 
they ſpeak well of the precious blood of 
Chriſt, and direct fouls to deal with it, for 
the remiſſion of their fins; and ſhew that 
both. juſtification and ſanctification are thro' 
it; that peace and reconciliation are made by 
it; anda way is opened by means of it, into 
the holy of holies : -moreover, when they 
exalt the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and obſerve that 
all others, let them be of what nature they 
will among men, yet are inſufficient to 
atone for ſin; even thouſands of rams, or ten 
thouſand rivers of oil; yea, tho the firſt-born 
ſhould be given for tranſgreſſion, and the fruit 
of the body for the fin of the foul ; and that 
Chriſt's ſacrifice alone has taken away fin 
made an end of it, and made reconciliation 
for it; and that Chriſt, the lamb of God, is 
only to be looked unto as the 
and fin-atening ſaviour: To which may be 
added, tha this is the caſe, when the advo- - 
=: 
* 1 Tim: 1 15. Dan. ü. 3. 


ES (36) 
of Chriſt is hed up; or re- 
2 as the — with the father ; 
who appears in the preſence of God, 
ever lives to make interceſſion for his people; 
introduces their perſons into the preſence of 
his father ; preſents their petitions, and pleads 
for the bleffings of grace to be applied to 
them they want ; and the ſupplies of grace 
to be granted them 
To fay no more, then do faithful diſpenſers 
of the word record the name of the Lord, 
and he by them, when they preach the pure 
goſpel of Chriſt free, unmixed, and unadulte- 
rated ; when they do not corrupt the word, 
but fincerely preach it, as in the fight of 
God and Chriſt ; when their miniſtry is not 
yea and nay, but all of a piece; conſiſtent 
with itſelf, and with the word of God; 
When the trumpet does not give an uncertain 
ſound ; when only the joyful ſound is heard; 
peace, pardon, righteouſneſs and falvation are 
clearly, openly, without reſerve or diſguiſe 

publiſhed and proclaimed. 
2. Under the goſpel-diſpenſation God re- 


cords his name, by appointing ordinances, 


and by the adminiſtration of them, as memo- 
rials of his love and grace; and particularly 
the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper ; and where 
that is truly adminiſtred, and carefully attend- 
ed to, and the deſign of it anſwered, there 
the name of the Lord is cauſed to be re- 
membred; and the memories of men are 

— 85 ſweetly 


they ſtand in need of. 


1 
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ſweetly and comfortably refreſhed with it. 
This ordinance is a commemorative - ordi- 
nance, cauſing to remember, or bringing to 
remembrance. The defign of it is to put in 
mind of the love of God and Chriſt ; of the 
love of God in the gift of his ſon, and of 
the love of Chriſt in the gift of himſelf ; and 
it is hard to ſay which is the greateſt inſtance 
of love, for God to give his ſon, his only be- 
gotten ſon, or for Chriſt to give himſelf, his 
ſoul and body, and both in union with his 
divine nt; to lay down his life, to ſhed 
his blood, to offer himſelf a ** unto 
God for us. The ordinance of the ſupper 
brings to our remembrance the love of the Fa- 
ther in providing his Son a lamb for a burnt- 
offering; in ſending him into this world to be 
a ſaviour of his people; in not ſparing him, 
but delivering bio up into the hands of juſtice 
and death for us all; and all this, when and 
while we were finners. It refreſhes our me- 
mories with the love of Chriſt, in giving him- 
er 2 of 
It is not a reitera- 
offering up again the 
body and blood of Chriſt ; but a commemo- 
love of Chriſt in it: 
us. It is 
down his life 
it as ſuch an 


among 
man than ths, 


ſavour. 


(38) 
that a man lay down his life for bis * friends. { 
But Chriſt has ſhewn greater love than this, 
by laying down his life for his enemies. Now, c 
the elements or ſymbols in the Lord's ſup- 0 
per, th: bread and wine, are memorials of t 
what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for his t 
( 
1 
0 
| 
| 


people ; of his body being bruiſed and broken 

for them; of his blood bet ing ſhed, and his 

ſoul poured out unto death on their account ; 

and of his being ſtricken and ſmitten for their 

tranſgreſſions, and wounded for their fins; 

and of his ing them and the puniſh- 

ment due unto them ; and when the bread 

is eaten and the wine drank ; they are both 

to be done by our Lord's direction, in re- 

membrance of him, and of the. above things, | 

and of his love in all : and then is his name 
| 


recorded, when his /ove is remembred more 

than wine; when faints call upon their 

ſouls, and all within them, to bleſs his Holy 

name, and not forget his benefits ; eſpecially 

the redemption of their lives from deſtruction | 

by him. Now, 
Tir diy, the places which God has a 


regard 
to, and * his people ſhould meet and 


worſhip him, are where his name is re- 
corded: This appears from what has been 
ſaid. They are ſuch where his free grace is 
ſet forth, magnified and exalted in the falva- 
tion of Men; where Chriſt crucified is preach- 
ed, and the ordinances are truly and faith- 

fully 


5 Joh. xv. 13. 8 1 PC, ciü. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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(39) 
fully adminiſtred : and when this is the caſe, 
it matters not what or where they are, Un- 
der the former diſpenſation there were parti- 
cular places for worſhip, namely, wherever 
the tabernacle and ark were, and eſpecially 
the city of Feruſalem, where the temple 
was built. But now we are not obliged to 
go to Shiloh, or Gilgal, or Feruſalem. The 
only deſcriptive character which points out a 
place. to us, and directs us where to go and 
worſhip, is where the Lord records his name; 
or his miniſters record it, by faithfully preach- 
ing his goſpel, and adminiftring his ordi- 
nances: and theſe are not limited and re- 
ſtrained to any place. It matters not whe- 
ther the edifice we worſhip in, is greater or 
ſmaller, built in a leſs or more 
manner; nor what names it is called by; 
whether a mceting-houſe, church, or cha- | 
pel; a conventicle or a cathedral : the 
oaly point is, is the name of the Lord re- : 
corded there? For we find under the goſpel- 
diſpenſation, the word has been uſed to be 
preached indifferently any where. Thus we 
may obſerve at one time, that our Lord ſat 
upon a mountain, and delivered thoſe excel- 
lent diſcourſes contained in the fiftb, ſixth, 
and ſeventh chapters of Matthew. At ano- 
ther time he /af in a ſbip, and taught the 
multitude as they food on the ſhore. And 
elſewhere we read of him preaching in a pri- 
vate houſe; as well as he ſometimes went into 


the 


Hnagogues of the Jews as they had opportu- 
e uſed before for 


ious worſhip. The apoſtle Paul diſputed 
and diconrled in the ſchool of Tyrannus, and 


k Matt. v. 1. and xiii. 2. Mar. ii. 1, 2. Joh. vii. 2. 
T AR. xix. 9. and at. 30, 3. 
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— In; all places, where I record my name, I 
will come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee 


Wo things Rove ons obſerved in 
EP theſe words, propoſed to be 
45 6 | 


AAN and biet 
fing on them, I will come unto thee, and I 
will bleſs thee. 


The firſt of theſe heads has been diſcourſed 
on this morning ; under which has been 
ſhewn, what is meant by the name of the 

2 Lord; 


N 
wi 


purely, faithfully, conſtantly, and conſiſtently, 


(4) 
Lord ; which takes in his being, his nature, 
his perfections, and attributes, and every title 
and appellation, by which he is made known 
unto men. And alſo his ſon, in whom his 
name is; and all his characters; and likewiſe 
his goſpel, which is a moſt glorious revelation 


of himſelf, and of his mind and will; fo 


that it includes every thing relating to his 


eſſence and glory; to his ſon in whom; and 


to his goſpel, and the doctrines of it, by which 


he is declared and manifeſted ; eſpecially in 


his grace and mercy to the children of men. 
Moreover, it has been enquired into, what is 
intended by recording his name, or cauſing it 


to be mention'd, or remembred. And it has 
been obſerved, that this was done by the 
Lord, under the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation, 
by appointing memorials of it; ſuch as the 


ark, and mercy- ſeat, the altar, and the ſa- 


crifices offered on it: and under the New 


Teſtament diſpenſation, by the miniſtry of 
the word, and the miniſters of it; whoſe bu- 


ſineſs it is, to make mention of the name of 


the Lord, and put men in mind of him; to 


publiſh and proclaim his free grace, good will, 
and favour, in the election, redemption, juſti- 
fication, and ſal vation of men; and to preach 


Chriſt and him crucified ; to make mention 
of his perſon, as God-man ; of his offices, as 


Mediator and Saviour ; and of his -blood, 


righteouſneſs, ſacrifice, and interceſſion; and 


to 


me wes $5 mn ot 4» > ern ese 
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to diſpenſe the doctrines and myſteries of 
grace, they are ſtewards of: likewiſe, they 
record the natne of the Lord, and he by them, 
through a faithful adminiſtration of his ordi- 
nances, eſpecially the ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper ; which is deſigned to commemorate 
the grace of Gad, and the love of Chrift, un- 
til his ſecond coming. And now, where the 
riches' of the grace of God are diſplayed 3 
Chriſt, in his perſon and offices, is exalted ; 
his word is faithfully preached ; and his or- 
dinances truly and rightly adminiſtred ; theſe 
are the places where the Lord may be ſaid to 
record his name, and where his people ſhould 
meet together to worſhip him. 

And, as we have now opened a new place 
of worſhip, we enter upon it in this way, by 
recording the name of the Lord, in the man- 
ner before deſcribed ; namely, by preaching 
the doctt ines of the oate of God, and of fre: 
and full ſalvation alone, by Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
by the adminiſtration of golpel-ordinances, as 
they have been delivered to us. To do theſe 
from time to time, is our preſent view, and 
what, by divine aſſiſtance we ſhall endeavour 
wank in the courſe of our worſhip and 
miniſtrations here. What doctrines may be 
tauglit in this place, after I am gone, is not 
for me to know ; but, as for my own part, I 
am at a point; I am determined, and have been 
long ago, what to make the ſubject of my 
mutiftry. It is now ”m= of ny m 
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| promiſe of his 
come unto thee and bleſs thee. 


( 44 ) 
ſince I entered into the work of the miniſtry ; 
and the firſt ſermon I ever x 
from thoſe words of the apoſtle, * for 1 ge- 
termined not to know any thing among you, ſave 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified; and, through 
the grace of God, I have been enabled, in 
ſome good meaſure, to abide by the fame 
reſolution hitherto, as many of you here are 
my witneſſes; and I hope, through divine 
aſſiſtance, I ever ſhall, as long as I am in this 
tabernacle, and engaged i in ſuch work. I am 
not afraid of the reproaches of men ; I have 


deen inured to theſe, from my youth up- 


wards ; none of theſe things move me. But 

I hope you will pardon this digreſſion; 'I 

— 1 to my ſubject, and proceed to con- 
er, 


II. The 
place, or places, where his name is recorded ; 
and the encouragement he gives his people, 
to meet and worſhip bim there ; namely, the 
preſence and 


Firſt, The Laod hin mmandtis his preſence 
with his people, aflembled together in his 
name, and where his name is recorded, and 
they meet to worſhip him, to celebrate his 
name, to make mention of it, and put one 

another in remembrance of it, I will come 


21 Cor. tf. 24 


ched, was 


regard which God has to fuch 


IT will 
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unto thee ; that i is, in ſuch place, or places, 
where this is done. Under this head 1 ſhall , 
endeavour to ſhew, in what ſenſe the Lord 
may be faid to come unto his people, when 
gathered together for religious worſhip ; under 
what conſiderations he comes unto them; 
and when it may be known that he is come 
unto them, and is in the midſt of them; as 
well as the wonderfulneſs of this grace and 
favour ; which will appear, by obſerving the 
contraſt between the J, the perſon who ſays 
he will come; and the Zhee, or perſons to 
whom he comes. 
1. What is meant by his coming to his 
people. And this is to be underſtood not 
locally, of any change of place ; or of his 
removing from place to place, which he is 
pable of, being node? cor wu The Jews 
call God Majom, place; becauſe he is every 
G 2 where, 


| „ Apud Rabbinos EDD. inter nomina Dei * & quidem 
cum axticulo — 21 antiphraſin. quaſi illacalis, infinitus, 
qui nullo loco capitur, omnibus *. locum da. Buxterf. 
n Vid. Pirke Abot. c. 5. ſ. 4. & 6. 1. 
The reaſons of this name given by the Jewiſh writers, are 
theſe ; ſays Alben Ezra *, our ancients, of bleſſed memory, 
call him (God) the place ; becauſe every place is full of his 
— ; and R. Hona, in the name of R. Aue, ſays, why do 
ſurname the holy bleſſed God, and call him C place ? 
becauſe he is the place of the world and there is no world 
his place, | but what 1s written, bebold, there is a place by me, 
. XxXiti. 21. And elſewhere I it is aſked likewiſe, why 
is his name called place ? becauſe in every place where the 
righteous are, there is he found with them; as it is faid, in 
; every place where I record my name, &c. Exod. xx. 24. 


* Prafat. in Comment. in Eber. I Berethit Rabba. 8. 68. 
tol. 60. 4. T Pirke Eliezer, c. 35. fol, 38. 2. 
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where, and fills up all places; the heaven is 
his throne, and the earth is his footſtool ; and 
neither of them can contain him ; he falls 
both with his preſence, and 1s not circum- 
ſcribed by either: ſo that he cannot, with 
propriety, be ſaid to come or go from one 
place to another: when he is ſaid to deſcend, 
or come down from heaven to earth, it 1s 
not by local motion, but by ſome diſplay and 
effects of his power, or of his grace and good- 


neſs. Thus, when he ſaid, © let us go down, 


and it is ſaid, he came down to ſee the city and 
tower the children of men were building, this 
was done in a way of wrath and judgment; 
by ſhewing his power, and by confounding 
their language, and ſcattering them abroad, 
upon the face of the whole earth: and when 
the Lord is faid * to deſcend, and ſtand at the 
door of the tabernacle, to meet his people 
there, it is to be underſtood of diſplays of 
his grace, diſcoveries of his love, and inti- 
mations of his favour ; and of his mind and 
will; and which is greatly the ſenſe of the 
expreſſion here: for, it is not to be taken 
neither in a corporeal ſenſe, as if any bodily 
ſhape was aſſumed by the Lord, and he ap- 
peared in it. Indeed, this is the ſenſe of all 


thoſe paſſages, which ſpeak of, and foretel the 


coming of Chriſt, and contain the promiſe of 
it; ſuch as, your God will come, even God 
with @ recompence ; be will come, and ſave 
Jou; 

Sen, xi. 5, 7. * Exqd. xxix. 43. and xxxlii. 9. 
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you; and again, behold, the Lord God will 
come with a ſtrong band; but theſe only be- 
long to the ſecond perſon in the trinity, the 

ſon of God, and his incarnation; to his 
coming into the world, by the aſſumption of 
human nature; to the word, being made fleſh, 
and fo dwelling among men; but cannot be 
ſaid of Jehovah, the Father, who is the per- 
ſon ſpeaking in our text, and who never ap- 
peared in any corporeal form; for Chriſt 
expreſsly ſays, ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape. Nor is 
this coming of the Lord to his people, to be 
underſtood now of any vifible token of his 
preſence, as in former times ; as in a cloud, 
or by fire, or any other way. Thus he came 
to Moſes in a thick cloud; and deſcended on 
mount Sinai in fires. Theſe were indications 
of his being come, and of his being preſent. 
So he went before the children of 1/rae/, as 
they travelled. through the wilderneſs, in a 
pie of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire 
y night ®. When theſe were ſeen, it was 
known the Lord was there ; when the taber- 
nacle was ſet up, a cloud covered the tent of the 
congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle . The cloud was a viſible 
ſymbol of the preſence of the Lord in it; 
and the fame may be obſerved of the temple 
of Salomon at the dedication of it by *: 
be 


© If. Xxxv. 4, and xl, 10. a V. 37+ 
K Exod. xix. 9, 18. Exod. xyi. n Exod. xl. 34. 
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the cloud N the 7 H the Lord, fo that the 
prieſts to miniſter ; for the glory 
of the — bad {ana the houſe of the Lord * : 
and it was the cloud, as is plain, that was the 
viſible token of that glory, or of the glorious 
preſence of the Lord there. Sometimes God 
gave intimations of his preſence with his 
people, and of his a 2 and 
their ſacrifices, by down fire upon 
them ; and which is — ght by 8 
de the way and manner, in which he ex- 

ſſed his of AbePs ſacrifice. 
n ſign du Bus ac- 
ceptance of others: it is ſaid, and t 
of the Lord appeared unto all the people; 897 
"* there came fire out from before the Lord, and 
conſumed upon the altar, the burnt-offerings, 
and the fat ; which when all the people ſaw, 
#bey ſhouted, and fell on their faces; in reve- 
rence of the Divine Being, who was 
by this ſymbol; and they ſhouted for joy, and 
in thankfulneſs, for his declaring his appro- 

bation and acceptance of the ſacrifices. And 
In like manner, the Lord ſhewed himſelf to 


g. ages. gers erg ge ngrs'ser greg i.,.cmFy 


_ (49) 
But nothing of this kind is now to be - 
1 hs the goſpel-diſpenſation; the 
coming to his people, is only in a 
ſpiritual manner; by his Spirit and grace, and 
the communications of it; by his Spirit teach- 
ing, and inſtructing, calightening, 
quickening men, and applying bis word. wi 
power; and bleſſing that and his ordinances 
to them; in like manner as Chriſt promiſed 
his to his diſciples, I will nur 2 
you comfortleſs, Toll as ans e mean- 
ing, that though they ſhould be deprived of 
his bodily preſence, yet they ſhould have his 
ſpiritual preſence with them, eſpecially E 


his word, and adminiſtring 
ordinances ; and in this ſenſe it is eb wer 
ſtood in a following verſe; w 22 
miſes ts as all that love him, and 
| keep his commandments, and his father's 
Li © oy ym > 5, 0 
_ kj Oy 4 ap ray 
return of his preſence to 
ee is rfurein but the gracious 
and ſpiritual preſence of him, and his divine 
Father, ew ag owned eg 
| ticularly, while they are employed in his 
worſhip, and are obſerving his commands and 
ordinances: and it is in this ſenſe we may 
underſtand the expreſſion in this paſlage ; 


N 
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2. It may be enquired, under what con- 


ſiderations God may be ſaid to come unto his 
people, in this gracious and ſpiritual manner, 
whilſt worſhipping him. He comes unto 


them, as into his on houſe and habitation ; 


and that as the maſter, owner, and proprietor 
of it; his church and e are built up, an 
habitation for him, through the ſpirit; be- 
levers are the lively fones, of which the ſpiri- 

ual houſe confiſts ; and theſe being laid on 
the foundation, Chriſt, grow up unto an holy 
temple in the Lord i; and for his uſe; and 


whither he comes; and of which he ſays, 
this is my reſt; here will I dwell, for I have 
a 


red it; and from this time forward, that 


God takes up his abode and reſidence here, 
the name of ſuch a place, city, and church, is, 


Jebouab Sbammab, the Lord is there: he 
comes unto them, as unto his family; as the 
father of it, who cares and ptovides for it; 
he is their father by adopting grace; and has 
taken them into this relation, in the ever- 
laſting covenant, to which he predeſtinated 
them, according to the good pleaſure of his 
will; in which he ſays of them, and to them, 
J will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
fons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty *; 
and which grace he makes known unto them 
by the ſpirit of adoption, ſent unto them: in 
conſequence of this, he will not leave them 

| com- 


1 Eph. ii. 21, 22. 5 Pf. cxxxii. 14. 
_ 5 Ezek. Av. 35. © 2 Cor. vi, 18. 
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comfortleſs, or orphans, as is Chriſt's word“ 
concerning them; but will come unto them, 
in a ſpiritual way, as he promiſes; and ſhew 
his paternal love to them, and care of them, 
bringing food in his hands for them ; aſking 
one and another of them, ch:/dren, have ye 
any meat? and puts it into their hands and 


mouths, and bleſſes Zion's proviſions, the word 


and ordinances to them, and ſatisfies his 
with bread; with the bread of the goſpel; 
with the bread of life, Chriſt Jeſus. He 
comes unto them as to his flock, and as the 
ſhepherd of it; it being under his peculiar 
watch and care, and he the proprietor of it: 
his own the ſheep are, the ſheep of his hand, 
and the ſheep of his paſture : to theſe he 
comes; and he looks well to this his flock ; 
and inſpects narrowly and carefully into their 


ſtate, caſe, and condition : he comes to ſearch 


and ſeek out thoſe that are ſtraying, and ſcat- 
tered in the dark and cloudy day ; to look up 
that which is loſt and driven away, and reſtore 
them, and lead them into green paſtures, and 
| beſides the ſtill waters; to bind up broken 
hearts, and broken bones, and ſtrengthen the 


fick, and heal all their ſpiritual maladies, and 
do all the offices of a good ſhepherd to them; 
by feeding them in a good paſture, and ma- 


ing them to lie down in a good fold *. He 
comes unto them, as to his friends, and pays 
H kind 


4 . ohn xiv. 18. » John xxi. 5. 
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kind viſits; he makes a feaſt of fat things 
for them, in his holy mountain ; he brings 
them into his banqueting houſe ; he fits down 
at table with them ; he ſaps with them, and 
they with him ; whom he welcomes to the 
entertainment he makes for them; ſaying, 
eat, O friends ; drink, yea drink abundantly, O 
beloved ?. To obſerve no more; he comes 
unto his people met together for worſhip, as 
his ſpecial favourites; for whom he has a pe- 
culiar reſpect, and admits to peculiar nearneſs 
to himſelf, and to peculiar enjoyments ; whom 

he remembers with the favour he bears to his 

| Choſen ones; having loved them with an ever- 
laſting love, and diſtinguiſhed them by the 
bleſſings of his grace, beſtowed upon them ; 
to thoſe he loves, he ſhews his covenant ; 
the bleſſings and promiſes of it, and their 
intereſt in them; diſcloſes the ſecrets of his 
heart's love unto them, and ſheds it abroad 
in them; makes known more fully to them, 
the great ſalvation, and reſtores unto them 
the joys of it; indulges them with near and 
intimate communion with himſelf ; and ma- 
nifeſts himſelf to them, as he does not unto 
the world: by all which it appears, they are 
the delight of his ſoul, and the darling of his 
heart; the favourites of heaven, and friends 
of God, 
3. It may be aſked, how it may be known 
when God is come unto his people, in a 
| | K* 

1 Cant. i. 12. and ii. 4. and v. 1. 
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ſpiritual manner, in public ſervice ahd wor- 
ſhip? In anſwer to which, it may be faid, 
that it may be in ſome meaſure known, when 
the miniſters of the word are aſſiſted by him, 
both in praying and hing; when they 
mids mr with the ſpirit, and with the 
underſtanding, and have their hearts enlarged 
in prayer; and are directed to ſuitable pe- 
titions for thoſe they repreſent; and have 
much freedom in their own ſouls, and much 
nearneſs to God, and familiarity with him ; 
and when they have, in their miniſtrations to 
the people, preſence of mind, liberty of ex- 
preſſion, a door of utterance, and fulneſs of 
matter ; when they are brought forth in the 
fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and they are not ſtraitened in themſelves ; but 
find a pleaſure in their work, and have their 


own hearts affected and warmed ; which 


may not only be felt by themſelves, but -be 
diſcerned by others. Alſo, the preſence of 
God may be obſerved, when the word 
preached by them, is owned for conviction - 
and converſion; when under it, men are 
pricked to the heart, and ſet a ſeeking after 
the right way of ſalvation; as the three thou- 
fand under Peter's ſermon, on the day of 
Pentecoft ; and as thoſe in Cornelius's houſe, 
on whom the ſpirit of the Lord fell, while 
the ſame apoſtle was preaching ; when the 
ſpirit of God effectually convinces men, by 
means of the word, of fin and the evil _— 
> H 2 
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of it; lays open all the ſinfulneſs of their 
hearts, and brings to their remembrance the 
iniquities of their lives; and they are told, as 
the woman of Samaria was by Chriſt, all 
that ever they did ; and then being convinced, 
and judged of all, and the ſecrets of their 
bearts made manifeſt, as if the miniſter had 
privately been acquainted with their lives and 
characters, they fall down on their faces, and 
worſhip God, and report that God is in his 
miniſters, and with his people, of @ truth *. 
Likewiſe, this appears to be the caſe, when 
the goſpel is not only the means of faith, by 
which it comes, as it does by hearing the 
word; for when the hand of the Lord, or 
his power, goes along with his miniſters, and 
accompanies his word, then men believe; 
but, when it is increaſed thereby; when the 
word is food for faith ; when there are in 
ſouls a deſire after the fincere milk of the 
word ; an appetite for it; a guit and reliſh of 
it; when it is found under the miniſtry of it, 
and is eaten by faith, and is the joy and re- 
Joicing of the heart; when it is not only re- 
ccived by faith, in the love of it, but is mixed 
with it, and digeſted by it; and ſo becomes 
very nouriſhing, ſtrengthening, and edifying. 
Moreover, this may be diſcerned, that God 
is come unto, and is preſent with his people, 
at ſuch times, when their affections are moved 
and raiſed, and their minds enlightened, _ 
Jace” 
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judgments informed and eſtabliſhed in the 
truth of the goſpel ; when theſe two go to- 
gether, raiſed affections, and inſtructed minds; 
for it is dangerous to have them ſeparated ; 


warms the heart and illuminates the mind ; 
and when, at the ſame time, the hearts of 
God's people burn within them; as did the 
hearts of the two diſciples, that travelled with 
Chriſt to Emmaus, while he talked with them 
by the way, and opened to them the ſcriptures *; 
the eyes of their underſtandings are en- 
lightened, and the veil is removed from them, 
and they behold wondrous things out of the 
lau, or doctrine of the goſpel ; when the 
Lord opens their underſtandings, that they 
may underſtand the ſcriptures, as Chriſt did 
his diſciples; and the ſpirit of the Lord leads 
them into all truth, as it is in Jeſus; and ap- 
plies it powerfully and comfortably to them, 
and they are eſtabliſhed and confirmed therein; 
and then ere they are aware, their affections 
are catched, and theſe riſe up, lile pillars of 
ſmoke perfumed with frankincenſe, and their 
* ſouls are like the chariots of Amminadib ©; are 
on the full ſpeed upwards, heaven-ward, and 

God-ward. Again; then may the 
of God be perceived by his people, in public 
_ worſhip, whilſt attending the word and or- 
dinances ; when the promiſes of the goſpel 
are 
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are opeued and applied; when a word that is 
ſent unto Jacob, lights on Iſrael; when a 
word is ſpoken in ſeaſon to weary ſouls, and 
it ſuiteth to their caſe and circumſtances, and 
is ſo underſtood and obſerved; and which gives 
peculiar pleaſure and delight, and yields a joy 
unſpeakable, and full of glory; for a word 
fitly ſpoken, is hike apples of gold in pictures of 
luer. And fo it appears very ſenſibly, when 
the love of God is again manifeſted ; when 
the experiences of the ſaints are renewed and 
confirmed ; when freſh light is thrown upon 
the work of grace on their hearts, and the 
evidence of it is clear; and in Jebovab's light 
they ſee light, and are ſatisfied of the truth of 
grace in them; when the deſires of their 
ſouls are drawn out after God, and their hearts 
pant after him, as the hart pants after the 
water-brook ; and after the name of Chriſt, 
and the remembrance of it: and they are in- 
dulged with intimate communion and fellow- 

| ſhip with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; and have ſome freſh pledges and 
tokens of their love to them. And now, it 
is this which makes the houſe of God de- 
lightful, the fabernacles of the Lord amiable 
and lovely; a day in his courts better than a 
thouſand elſewhere ; yea, to be more eligible, 
to be a door-keeper in the houſe of God, than to 
dwell in the tents of fin and wickedneſs : it is 
the preſence of God and Chriſt ; the diſco- 
| | VETIES 
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veries of the love of Father, Son, and Spirit; 
the rich diſplays of divine grace, and thoſe in- 
terviews which believers have with God; and 
the ſweet fellowſhip they have with him, and 
one another, that makes wiſdom's ways ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths paths of 
peace ©; yea, amidſt ſuch ſpiritual and raviſh- 
ing enjoyments as theſe, of a place of re- 
ligious worſhip, it may be truly ſaid, his is 
none other but the houſe of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven *. 5 

4. The wonderfulneſs of enjoying ſuch a 
favour, as to have God come to his people, 
and be with them, in a ſpiritual manner, in 
places where they meet to worſhip him, will 
appear, by conſidering the contraſt between 
the great Jehovah, who promiſes to come 
unto them, and does; and the perſons he 
comes unto, and who enjoy his gracious pre- 
ſence, The one is the Creator of the ends 
of the earth; the maker and former of all 
things viſible and inviſible ; the earth, the 
ſea, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, 
and all that in them are; the angels of U 
heaven, men on earth, the fiſhes of the ſea, |. 
the fowls of the air, and the cattle on a 6 
thouſand hills; with whom, and before 
whom, and in compariſon of him, all the 
nations of the world are as a drop of a bucket, 
as the ſmall duſt of the balance; nay, are as 
nothing; yea, leſs than nothing, and vanity. n 
Pf. Lxxxiv. 10. Prov. iii. 17. f Gen. xxviii. 17. } 
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And, on the other hand, thoſe he comes unto, 
and pays them a viſit, and graciouſly converſes 
with, are creatures of his; duſt, earth, and 
worms : it is marvellous he ſhould caſt an 
eye upon them ; with whom it 1s a conde- 
ſcenſion, a humbling of himſelf, to look upon 
things in heaven; it is amazing he ſhould 


care for them, in a providential way, ſupport 


them in their beings, follow them with his 
goodneſs and mercy, and beſtow upon them 
daily the bounties of his providence; with 
reſpe&t to which, it is with wonder faid, 
What is man that thou fhould/t magnify him? 


and that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every morning, 
and try bim every moment s? But how muſt 
the wonder riſe and increaſe, when it is ob- 


ſerved, that this great and glorious Being, that ; 


has given being to all worlds, and creatures 
in them, vouchſafes to come unto ſuch 
nothing ones, in a way of ſpecial grace and 


kindneſs; and communes with them in a | 


ſpiritual manner, and tells them how he loves 


ther, and has loved them, with an everlaſting 


love ; unboſoms himſelf to them, and com- 
municates the riches of his grace, and affures 


them of their right and title to everlaſting | 


and that thou fhouldſft ſet thine beart upon bim? 


glory and happineſs! Moreover, he who 
promiſes to come, and does come, to his | 


people, worſhipping at his footſtool, is the 


poſſeſſar of heaven and eartbꝰ; as he has made 


them 


Job vii. 17, 18. Gen. xiv. 22. 
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them both, he has a right to each; the one 
he has reſcrved to be an habitation for him- 


ſelf; the other he has given to the children 


of men; the one he has made his throne to 
wo on ; the other his footſtool to tread on ; 

both are his property, and at his diſpoie, 
with all things ＋ the riches of both 
worlds are his; and yet theſe riches are 
nothing to the perfections of his nature he is 
poſſeſſed of. And now, this high and holy 
one, that inhabits eternity, and dwells in the 
high and holy place, and not in temples made 
with hands, is graciouſly pleaſed to come 
_ unto poor frail mortals, that dwell in earthly 
tabernacles, in cottages of clay, which have 
their foundations in the duſt, and viſit beggars 
upon the dunghil; from whence he takes 
them, and ſets them with princes, that 
may inherit the throne of g 


takes up his abode with ſuch that are of an 


of the humble, and the heart of the contrite one. 
and be ſeen in the midſt of them, is the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; the Lord of the 
whole univerſe, whoſe the kingdom of nature 


and providence is, and who is the governor | 
prefides over all 


2 the nations; that : 
ings and princes, and over all kingdoms an 

ſtates; who fits enthron'd in the higheſt 
heavens, and does what he pleaſes in heaven 


II. ii. 15. * 1 Sam. ii. 8. 


bory E; as well as 
bumble and contrite 22 to revive the ſpirit 
He who condeſcends to come unto his people, 


1 and 


— —„-—-— — * 
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and earth; and orders all things after his 
ſovereign pleaſure; and whoſe will cannot be 


refiſted, or his power controuled, or his hand 


ſtayed; or he to be called to an account for 
any thing done by him ; nor does he, nor will 
he, give any account of his matters to the ſons 
of men ; but all are, and muſt be, accountable 
to him ; kings and governors ; thoſe in the 
higheſt, as well as in the loweſt claſs of life. 
Now, it is this great and univerſal monarch, 
that * to deſcend from heaven, in 
the diſplays of his love and grace, and ſhew 
himſelf among the poor of thts world, though 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom; * 
come and make known himſelf, bis ſon and 
goſpel, and open the treaſures of his grace, to 
perſons who, in the eſteem of men, are things 
that are not, and are reckoned by them the 
th of the world, and the off offscouring of all 
2 =, It would ſeem ſtrange, and be very 
rprizing, and be thought an inſtance of 
— condeſcenſion, ſhould an earthly 
king go in a public manner, in his royal 
robes, and with his attendants, to the cottage 
of a poor peaſant ; there enter, fit down, eat 
and drink, and freely converſe with him for 
an hour or two; and yet, this is not to be 
mentioned with this wondrous favour of the 
King eternal, immortal, the bleſſed and only 
potentate, ſhewing himſelf ; in the aſſemblies 
of his ſaints, fitting down at table with _ 
an 
1 James ii. 5. m 1 Cor. i. 28. and iv. 13. 
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and communing with them from above the 


mercy- ſeat; where they behold the King in 
his beauty, being held forth in the galleries 
of the ordinances; and ſometimes in | ſo glo- 
rious a manner, that they with wonder and 
rapture ſay, how glorious was the king of Iſrae! 
to day *? Once more; he who promiles to 
b come, and does come, and is among his 
people, while worſhipping him, is a ws 

juſt, and righteous Being; a God of pur 


eyes than to behold iniquity with any 1 -cag 


bation or pleaſure, or ſo as not to correct or 
puniſh for it; who is righteous in all his 
ways, and holy i in all his works ; glorious, as 
in all the perfections of his nature, ſo more 
eſpecially in his holineſs; being perfectly pure, 
unſpotted, and untarniſhed, juſt and true, and 
without any iniquity at all: and yet, the 
perſons he deigns to come unto, and take up 
his refidence among, are ſinful men; ſuch as 
have finned in Adam, and are made ſinners by 
his diſobedience ; who are conceived, ſhapen, 
and born in fin; and are by nature, corrupt, 
depraved, polluted, and guilty creatures, and 
fo children of wrath, as others; who have in 
ime paſt lived according to the courſe of this 


- 


luſts and pleaſures ; and though now called 
by grace, yet have fin dwelling in them, and 
are frequently guilty of tranſgreffing the law 


of God, in thought, word, or deed; and are 


12 often 
2 Sam. vi. 20. 


world, in fin and wickedneſs, ſerving divers 
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often revolting and backſliding from God, 


and doing thoſe things which might juſtly 


provoke the eyes of his glory; and yet he is 
pleaſed to come unto them, and take up his 
dwelling with them. Now, there is nothing 
that can account for all this, but his being 
the God of all grace; a God gracious and 
merciful, abundant in goodneſs and truth; a 
God pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſin, 


as he has proclaimed himſelf; it can be 
aſcribed to nothing elſe but to his free, rich, 


ſovereign grace; not to any deſerts of men, 


or on account of any ſervice dane by them; 
which when done in the beſt manner, is un- 


profitable, with reſpect to him. It is all mar- 
vellous loving kindneſs ; it may well be won- 
dered at, for it can't be accounted for in any 
other way, but on the foot of free and un- 


merited grace. Solomon at the dedication of 


his temple, ſaid, but will God indeed dwell on 
the earth ? behold, the heaven, and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain him; how much leſs 
this houſe that I have built *® ? It is wonderful 
that ſuch an infinite and incomprehenfible 
Being ſhould dwell on earth; it is more 
wonderful, that he ſhould dwell with men on 
earth; it is more wonderful till, that he 
ſhould dwell with ſinful men here. But yet, 
ſince he has ſaid, he wil come unto his people, 
where his name is recorded, it may be ex- 
pected and believed he will; for he is a 

| faithful 


* 1 Kings viii. 27. 
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faithful God, a covenant. keeping God, true 


to every word of promiſe made by him ; he'll 
not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail ; he cannot 
deny himſelf, nor will he alter any thing that 
is gone out of his lips: Chriſt has promiſed, 
that where his people, though ever ſo few, 
are gathered together in his name, and where 
his miniſters preach in his name, and ordi- 
nances are adminiſtered in his name, and in 
the name of his Father, and of the bleſſed 
Spirit, he Il be with them, even unto the end 


of the world: and he has not only promiſed 


for himſelf, but for his Divine Father alſo, 
that ſuch as keep his commandments, from 


a principle of love to him, they will come 


unto them, and make their abode with them 1; 


and this being promiſed, may be moſt furely 


depended upon. If the Lord fays, he will 
come, nothing ſhall hinder his coming : not 
Satan; he may hinder, as he ſometimes has 
hindered the miniſters of the goſpel from 
coming to the churches, and miniſtring to 
them, for their comfort and edification ; as 
he hindered the apoſtle Paul, and others, 


from going to Theſſalonica ; as he affirms, 


Wherefore we would have come unto you (even 
I Paul) once and again, but Satan bindered 
us * ; but, when God ſays he will come, and 
18 Rh ar to come, and pay a gracious vifit 
to his people, Satan, and all his r 


P Matt. xviii. 20. and xxvii. 19, 20. 
4 John xiv, 23. 1 Theſſ. u. 18. 
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and powers, cannot hinder : if any thing, the 
fins of God's le are moſt likely to hinder 
his coming to them; as they ſometimes are 
the cauſe of his departure from them, and of 
their not having ſenſible communion with 
him; your iniquities have ſeparated between 
you and your God, and your fins have bid his 
face from you *. But when it is his pleaſure 
to come among his people, and indulge them 
with his gracious preſence, even theſe ſhall 
not hinder ; he'll come leaping on the moun- 
tains, ſeipping on the bills *, of all their ſins 
and tranſgreſſions, revoltings and backflidings, 
indolence, negligence, and unbelief. So much 
for the firſt inſtance of God's regard to places 
where his name is recorded, and the firſt argu- 
ment uſed, to encourage his people to meet 
and worſhip him there. I proceed, 

Secondly, to conſider the other inſtance and 
argument made uſe of, the promiſe of bleſſing 
them; and I will bleſs thee. God when he 
comes unto his people, and pays them a vifit, 
he does not come empty-handed ; he brings 
a bleſſing, or bleſſings, along with him. 
And, 

1. His very coming to them, his preſence 
itſelf, is a bleſſing ; a wiſh for this, is the ſum 
and ſubſtance of the bleſſing of the high- 
prieſt, pronounced over the children of Jrael, 
and on their account; the Lord bleſs thee, and 
keep thee, the Lord make his face to ſhine upon 


thee, 


* If. Rx. 2. Cant. ii. 8. 
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thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord liſt 
up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace . It is the preſence of God, the diſplays 
of his grace and power, the ſhine of his face, 
and the light of his countenance, that fill 
every petition ; and, indeed, a greater bleſſing 
than theſe cannot be enjoyed. Nothing is 
more deſirable to a gracious ſoul, than the 
preſence of God ; be he where he will, or 
come and go where he will; this is what he 
is 1:nportunate for, that it might be with him; 
as Moſes ſaid, if thy preſence go not with me, 

| carry us nat up bence . It ſignifies nothing 
= where ſuch a man is, or what he has, if he 
has not the preſence of God ; this is better to 


him than life, and all the enjoyments of it; 


whilſt others are ſaying, who will ſbew us any 
good ? any good, any temporal good ; any 
of the good things of this life will fatisfy a 
worldly mind, but not a gracious heart ; fuch 
will fay, Lord, lift thou up the hight of thy 
countenance upon us; and, when this favour is 
granted, and enjoyed, they will add, with 
praiſe and thankfulneſs, thou haſt put gladneſs 
in my heart, more than in the time that their 
corn and wine increaſed *. No temporal mercy 
can ſo delight the heart of a good man, as 
the preſence of God, and communion with 
him ; his abſence is darkneſs, and death ; his 


pre- 


* Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26, -- * Exod. xxxiii. 14, 
2 Pſalm iv. 6, 7. * 
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preſence is light, and life; it is night when 
he withdraws himſelf, and that cauſes weep- 
ing; It is morning when he appears again, 
and that brings joy ; this was the experience 


of the pſalmiſt, for bis anger endureth but 


a moment; in bis favour is hife ; weeping may 
endure for a might, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing 7. This might be exemplified in the 
caſe of Mary Magdalen, weeping at the ſe- 
pulchre of Chriſt, when her Lord was taken 
away from her, and ſhe knew not where he 


| was laid; and of the diſciples forrowing, 


during the time of Chriſt's lying there; but, 


when he was riſen again, and appeared to 


them, the one, exulting, faid, Rabboni, which 
is to ſay, maſter; O my dear Maſter, is it 
thou? and of the other, it is ſaid, then were 


the diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord; 


nothing more defirable, nothing more de- 
lightful, than the preſence of God and Chriſt ; 
nothing ſo much like heaven as this; this 
perfectly and everlaſtingly enjoyed, is heaven; 
in thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right 
hand are pleaſures for evermore *. Where- 
fore, it is no wonder that this ſhould be the 
one thing, that ſhould be u on the 


hearts of God's people, when they are wor- 
ctuary; that they may ſee 
his face, behold his beauty, and have a view of 
his power and his glory * ; as they have ſome- | 


ſhipping in his ſan 


times 


z John xx. 13, 16, 20. | 
o Pf, xxvii. 4. and Ixiii. 2. 
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1 
times ſeen them there with inexpreſſible plea- 
ture and ſatisfaction: and when they are thus 
favoured, they are bleſſed indeed! this is an 
antidote againſt all fears; they have nothing 
to be afraid of from all their enemies, men or 
devils, the rage of the one, or the reproaches 
of the other ; or the ſevereſt perſecutions ; 
nor indeed, any affliction, trial, or exerciſe ; 
nay, tho' they walk thro' the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, fince God is with them ; as 
he is, when they paſs even thro' fire and 
water; wherefore fince he ſays to them, fear 
not, I am with thee, be not diſmayed, I am 
thy Gad“; they may ſay in return, the Lord 
is my light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall 
fear? the Lord is the firength of my life, of 


whom ſhall I be afraid“? and particularly, 


there is no need to fear any enemy, within or 
without, whilſt worſhiping him, fince he is. 
preſent: for, f God be with us, and for us, 
who ſhall, or can be againſt us*? 

2. The Lord bleſſes his people with freſh 


ſupplies of grace: what they have received, 


tho' it is much, and very abundant, yet not 
ſufficient; as they are called to freſh duty 
and ſervice, they want more grace ; particu- 


larly to aſſiſt them in the duties of religion; 

in acts of public worſhip ; in waiting _ 

God, and ſerving him in his ſanctuary : 

do this aright they have need to have 4 

in their hearts, and that in exerciſe, and a 
= - freſh 

II. xli. 10. » PC. xxvii. 1. 


* Rom. viii. 31. 


— —— — 


1 
freſh ſupply of it; that they may worſhip 


nim in ſpirit and in truth; in righteouſneſs 


and holineſs ; acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear; and they may expect a ſupply of 
it from him. My God, fays ? the apoſtle, 


ſhall ſupply all your need, according to his 


riches in glory, by TFeſus Chriſt. The people 
of God are full of wants; they have many 
indigencies; they always ſtand in need of 
more grace; and never do they need more 
than when they are engaged in the public 
exerciſes of religion; to keep their hearts 
from wandering from God, and intent upon 


his word; to enable them to receive it in 


love, and mix it with faith; and in all, to 
ſeek the glory of God: and they may hope 
to have i, fince God, their covenant-God 


and Father, is the Gd of all grace; and is 


able to make all grace to abound towards 


them; that they having all ſufficiency of it, 


may abcund in every gud werk® ; whether 
performed in a more public, or in a more 
private way : and he has promiſed to give 


more grace to the humble dependents on him, 


and worſhippers of him. Chriſt the medi- 


ator is full of Grace; «ll fulneſs of it is laid 


up in him to be diſtributed to his people, 
whenever they want it; and as they have 
already received from thence, and grace for 
grace, or an abundance of it, they may have 
more by application to him for it: for he 


 Phul. 4. 19. Cor. ix. 8. - J Joh. i. 14. 16. 
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is à ſun and ſhield ; he will give grace“; 


more grace to them that ſeek unto him : and 
there are the means of grace, the word and 
ordinances, which are the golden pipes; thro' 
which the golden 0:/© of grace is communi- 
cated from Chriſt unto his ſaints ; and there 
is the throne of grace, which they may come 
boldly to at all times, that they may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help them in time of 
need; and to have a full ſupply of grace at 
ſuch a time; as every time we worſhip God 


is, is a bleſſing indeed | 
3. The Lord bleſſes his people when he 


comes unto them, while they are waiting 


upon him, and worſhipping him, with peace : 
it is ſaid tbe Lord will bleſs bis people with 


peace; as if this was the one and only bleſ- 


ſing he bleſſes them with; or, at leaſt, the 


chief and principal one: and, indeed, it is 
a very comprehenfive bleſſing; it includes 
all proſperity, temporal and ſpiritual ; and 
all kind of peace, outward and inward ; eſpe- 
_ peace of conſcience, tranquillity and ſe- 
renity of mind ; that peace of God which he is 
the author and giver Pt. that paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding ; of natural and unconverted 
men, who know not the way of peace; are 
ſtrangers to, and intermeddle not with the 
joy thoſe have that believe in Chriſt. This 
peace is from God; — . 
K 2 
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God of peace :; who is not only at peace with 


his people thro the blood of Chriſt, but 


gives peace unto them; and indeed, he only 


can give it; wherefore it is aſked of him: 


and if ever it is had, it muſt come from 


him. This is a frequent prayer of the apo- 
ſtles for the churches, grace to you, and 


peace from God our Father, and the Lord 


Jeſus Chrifi®. It is to no purpoſe to apply 
for it, or expect it elſewhere ; and if he gives 
it, none can take it away; nor even diſturb 


it, unleſs he ſuffers it: aohen he giveth guiet- 
| meſs, who then can make trouble'? In vain, 


do ſatan or the world, or any other enemy, 


ſeek to hinder the one, or make the other. 


This peace is thro' Chriſt; who is not only 
the prince of peace, the man, the peace, 
who is our peace, and has made peace by 
the blood of his crofs ; but gives it to his 
followers ; even ſuch peace as the world can 
neither give, nor take away ; and which he 
continues with them amidft all their tribu- 


lations in this world: it flows from him, 


and from God thro' him; thro his precious 
blood, which ſpeaks better things than that of 
Abel; which ſpeaks pardon, and ſo peace, to 
guilty ſouls; and by removing guilt, ſettles and 
ſecures peace; and thro' his righteouſneſs, by 
which being juſtified, ſouls come to have peace 
with God thro' Chriſt; and are in no fearful 
apprehenfions of preſent or future wrath ; and 
oy rt Rs | thro” 
5 Heb. xiii. 20. 0 Rom. i. 7, Job, Xxiv. 29. 
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thro the propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt; in 
the view of which they joy in God, thro 
him, by whom they have received the atone- 
ment of all their fins and tranſgreſſions; the 
conſequence of which muſt be peace and 
joy: And this great bleſſing, in which the 
comfort and happineſs of the ſpiritual life ſo 


de conſiſts, is enjoyed in a way of believ- 


: the more faith, the more conſcience- 
—44 and ſpiritual joy: it is aſſured as being 


what God has promiſed, thou wilt keep bim 


in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtay d on thee ; 
becauſe he truſteth in thee*; and it is a prayer 
of faith, and when ſo made, it may be ex- 
pected it will be anſwered, 'the God of hope 
fill you with all joy, and peace in believing '; 
and it is the experience of the ſaints, that the 
more faith is in exerciſe, in religious duties, 
in prayer, in hearing of the word, or in 
attendance on any ordinance ; the more ſpi- 
ritual peace is enjoyed : And which bleſſing 
the believer is often favoured with, in pub- 
lic worſhip ; in performing the duties of the 
houſe of God; and, in obſerving his com- 
mands and ordinances : for tho' there is no 


reward for keeping them, yet in keeping of 


them there 7s great rewerd® and this re- 
ward is peace of mind; and a ſufficient one 
it is; and which all the Lard's are 
| blefled with, more or leſs, that keep cloſe to 


* If. xxvi. 3. Rom. 15. 13. Pf. xix. 11. 


SB 

him in his own ways, and pay a proper and 
conſtant regard to his inſtitutions and ap- 
pointments. Great peace have they which 
love thy law, or doctrine ; the doctrine of 
faith; the doctrine of the goſpel ; and ſhew 
their love by a cloſe and conſtant attention to 
it, and to the ordinances of it; nothing ſhall 
offend on diſturb their peace, and inter- 
rupt their joy; they ſhall walk comfortably 
mm we light of God's countenance ; go on 
their way rejoicing in Chriſt ; feeling in their 
breaſts a joy unſpeakable, and full of glory ; 
and ſo by good experience, they find the 

truth of this that wiſdom's paths are paths 

of peace o. 

: - Another bleſſing God bleſſes his people 

with, who meet and worſhip him in places 
Where his name is recorded, is the free and 
full forgiveneſs of their fins: This is only 
of God ; none can forgive fin but him, 
againſt whom it is committed ; whoſe law 
is tranſgreſſed, and whoſe juſtice is affronted : 
Were there any that could, they would be 

ſuch as were like him, at leaſt in this reſpec ; 
whereas there are none. Who is a God like 
_ wnto thee, who par iniquity, and paſſeth 
by the tranſgreſſion of the — 4 74 bis err 
e? there is none like him for it; and 
Wha dat his rich grace and mercy ; and 
for the fake of Chriſt, his blood, ſacrifice, and 
ſatisfac- 

Ren Ur. © Prev. in. 17. Mic. vii. 18. 
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ſatisfaction: Hence the apoſtle exhorts the 
faints to we one another, even as God; 
for Cbriſts ſake, faith he, hath forgiven you l: 
and tho” this is done at once, and for all fins 


together; yet as every freſh commiſſion of fin 


occaſions freſh guilt to riſe in the conſcience, 
there is need of a renewed application of par- 


doning grace and mercy ; which believers are 


ſometimes favoured with, thro' the public 
miniſtration of the word ; where the name 
of the Lord is recorded, and the bleſſings of 
his grace are publiſhed ; and this among the 
reſt, Thus when the prophet Jaiab wes 
caſt down under a ſenſe of the pollution and 
guilt of fin ; when in a viſionary way he was 
in the temple of the Lord; one of the ſera- 
pbim, an emblem of goſpel miniſters, took a 
live coal from the altar, expreſſive of the ex- 
piating blood, and atoning facrifice of Chriſt, 
and fouched his lips with it, ſaying, thrne ini- 
quity is taken away, and thy fin is purged*; 
ſignifying in a declarative way, according to 
the tenor of the everlaſting goſpel, and the 


doctrine of pardon in it, that his iniquity, 


of which he was truly ſenfible, was forgiven 
for the fake of the atoning ſacrifice of the 
lamb of God; and in this way, and at ſuch 
namely, under the miniftry of the 
word, is the pardon of fin ſometimes applied 
= and fealed to the conſciences of God's people; 

SE and 


2 Eph. iv. 32. KM. 67. 
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and a ſpecial bleſſing this is: bleſſed is he 
whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is 
covered: This is a chief and principal bleſ- 
ſing in the covenant of grace; it ſtands firſt 
in the article of redemption ; yea, redemption 
by the blood of Chriſt, is made chictly to 
conſiſt of it ; that is explained by it; in whom 
we have redemption tbro bis blood, the for- 
giveneſi of fins, according to the riches of bis 
grace ©: the doctrine of it, is a main and 
principal one, in the miniſtration of the 
_ goſpel ; one of the firſt ordered to be preached 
and publiſhed in it; and is of the utmoſt 
importance; and it is among the firſt rate 
bleſſings we are to call upon our fouls to be 
thankful and bleis God for. On this much 
of the peace, the comfort of the people of 
God 1 when he would have them 
comforted, it is by telling them that their 
iniquity is pardoned ; and when he would 
have them be of good chear, it is by aſſuring 
them their fins are forgiven ; without which 
they cannot : but this will make the bones 
that are broken to rejoice; and will cure 
every ſoul-ſickneſs and malady : for when 
this grace is applied, the inhabitant ſhall not 
ſay, I am fick; the reaton is, the people that 
dwell therein, ſhall be forgiven their —_— or 
tho ſtorms and tempeſts may ariſe in the con- 
ſcience of a ſinner, thro' guilt faſtened on it, 


yet 


Pf. xxxii.1. * Eph. i. 7. © If. xxxiii. 24. 
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yet let but a word of pardon by Chriſt be 

ſpoken, all is huſh and quiet; there is im- 
mediately a calm: and without this bleſſing, 
and a ſenſe of it, a man cannot ſtand before 
God, and ſerve him in his ſanctuary with 
pleaſure ; but let his conſcience be ſprinkled 
and purged by the blood of Chriſt, and that 
be applied to him for pardon ; and then he 
will ſerve the living God freely and chearfully: 
and indeed, no one can look into eternity 
with comfort, and think of a future ſtate 
with any fatisfaftion, unleſs he has a good 
hope thro grace, of an intereſt in this bleſſing ; 
but when he fees that God has in love to 
his ſoul, caſt all his fins behind his back; 
and in his mercy to him, has thrown them 
into the depths of the fea ; ſo that when they 
are Yought for they ſhall not be found, being 
all freely and fully pardoned ; then, though 
upon the brink of eternity, and juſt launching 
into another world, he can ſing and ſay, 
O death, where is thy ſting; O grave, where 
ig thy victory? the ſling of death is in, and 
that is taken away by Chriſt; the ftrength of 
ſin is the law, and that is fulfilled by him: 
but thanks he to Gad, which grueth us the victory 
over fin, law, hell and death, tbro' our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt *, his blood, righteouſneſs, and 


* 


lacrifice. 
| L 5. The 


” x Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 


(on) 

5. The Lord alſo bleſſes his people with 

a juſtifying righteouſneſs, and with freſh views 
of their intereſt in it, whilſt they are ſerving 
him in places where he records his name, by 
the miniſtration of the goſpel ; for therein is 
this righteouſneſs revealed from faith to faith*; 
from one degree of it to another, until they 
arrive to a full aſſurance of its being theirs ; 
and they are happy indeed, who receive this 
bleſſing from the Lord; even righteouſneſs 
from the God of their ſalvation ; they are 
truly bleſſed, thrice happy perſons that are 
favoured with this grace, and indulged with 
a lively ſenſe of it: David deſcribeth the 
bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God imputetb 
righteouſneſs without works? ; but it is not 
eaſy to give after him the whole deſcription 
of that happineſs: ſuch have acceptance with 
God; God is well pleaſed with Chriſt, and 
with all his people in him, being clothed 
with his pure and perfect righteouſneſs ; with 
which righteouſneſs he is well pleaſed ; be- 
cauſe by it the law is magnified and made 
honourable ; his juſtice is ſatisfied ; and all 
his perfections reconciled and honoured in 
the juſtification of his people by it; and not 
only are their perſons accepted with God in 
the beloved, thro the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and for the ſake of it, but their ſervices and 
duties; their ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe 
alſo. 


* Rom. i. 17. 7 Rom. iv. 6. 
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alſo. Moreover, ſuch have great peace in 
themſelves, much quietneſs and eaſe of mind ; 
for, the work of righteouſneſs is peace, and the 


effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance 


for ever i; not of the righteouſneſs of man, 
which is impure and imperfect, and cannot 


juſtify before God ; and, therefore, can never 


lay any ſolid foundation for peace; but of the 
_ righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by which thoſe that 


are juſtified, have peace with God, and in 


themſelves; for, the kingdom of God, in them, 


is righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt * ; that is, theſe are the fruits and effects 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, being received 


dy faith, and ſo making a part of that king- 


dom of grace, in the heart of a believer, 
which can never be moved: to which may 
be added, that ſuch who have an intereſt in 
this righteouſneſs, are ſecured from condem- 
nation and wrath ; there is no condemnation 
to them that are in Chriſt, and are juſtified 
by his righteouſneſs; for, his blood-ſhed, 


ſufferings, and death, which are a principal 


part of this righteouſneſs, are their ſecurity 
from condemnation ; ſo that they ſhall never 
enter into it, but ſhall paſs from death to 


life; and they may affure themſelves, that as 


they are juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, 
they ſhall be ſived from wrath, through 
him: to fay no more; they muſt needs be 


1 bleſſed 
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bleſſed ard happy, fince they are hereby en- 


titled to eternal life, Hence, juſtification by 


Chrift's rigt. 1 is called, the Juſtification 
of kfe *; tor, b-ing juſtified through it, they 
are made 1 according to the bope of eternal 
life *, and ſhall moſt affuredly enter into it; 
for, this rightcuutnels will anſwer for them 
in a time to come, and give them admiſſion 
into the kingdom of heaven; which a man's 


own righteouſneſs, be it what it will, will 


leave him thort of. 
6. Such as ſerve the Lord, and worſhip 


him in a ſpiritual manner, where his name is 


recorded, are bleſſed by him with eternal 
life itſelf - for, there the Lerd commands the 
bleſſing, even life for ev:rmare |; they are 
here bleſſed with an cnlirgcd view of it; 
life and immortaiity, or an immortal life, 
being more clearly brought to light by the 


goſpel x, and the miuiſtration of it; that pre- 


ſenting to faith, the beſt account a is given 


of the unleen glories, and ingvidbie realities 


of another world; and here, under the 
goſpel miniſtry, faints are fometimes indulged 
as with a light of the Lig in bis beauty ; 


ſo with a pro pert of the good land that is 


very far ot; tlieir hope of poſſeſſing it, is 
more and * encouraged, and their faith 


of it increaiced ; and are, indeed, made to re- 


"SY 
joice 
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joice in the believing views, and-hope of the 
glory of God, they have ſome glimpſe on 

yea, he that believes hath eternal life, 

ſome ſenſe, already ; he has it in ond, 
and in faith and hope; and he has the earneſt 
and pledge of it, yea, the beginning of it, 
which 1s grace in him, and the knowledge 
of God in Chriſt; for, this is life eternal, 

that they might know thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou baſt ſent ; which 
ſpiritual and experimental knowledge, unto 
which life eternal is annexed, is increaſed 
yet more and more, | 


and ordinances, the memorials of the name 
of God in his houſe ; theſe are appointed 
for that „and continued to that end, 
till we all come in, or or into the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the 7 F God, unto 
a perfect man, unto hs meaſure of the flature 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt® ; and this is no ſmall 
encouragement to attend upon them : and 
when all this is conſidered, in how many 
inſtances, and by how many ways, God 
bleſſes his people, that meet and worſhip 
_ where he records his non it will 
ly a what a regard to ſuch 
3 33 inducements there are to 
his people to attend them. 
This will de more evident, if it be ob- 
ſerved, that theſe bleſſings are bleſſings in- 


deed; 


0 John xvii. * ? Eph. iv. 13. 


by means of the word 
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deed; true and real ones; ſuch as Jabs 
prayed for, when he faid, oh, that thou 
wouldſt bleſs me indeed i; or, in bleſſing, bleſs 
me: ſome bleſſings have only an appearance 
of bleflings ; are rather imaginary than real; 
at leaſt they are not to be mentioned with 

theſe ; as the outward bleſſings of life, tem- 
poral good things; for they ſometimes are 
turned into curſes, and are curſes to wicked 
men; but theſe are covenant-bleflings, the W and 
ſure mercies of David, which come from to r 
a covenant-God, through Chriſt, the Me- blefi 
diator of the covenant, and in a way of iſ ligh 
covenant-grace, which makes them ſure, to 
all the ſpiritual ſeed of Chriſt: theſe are © him 
ſpiritual bleſſings, are of a ſpiritual nature, in fat 
diſtinction from corporal ones, from bleſſings 
of the baſket, and of the ſtore; are ſuited 
to ſpiritual men, and make for the welfare ¶ ſtroi 
of the ſpirit and ſoul of man; and, are iſ frail 
brought down, and brought near, revealed, any 
and applied by the Holy Spirit of God, who i on 
5 takes them, and ſhews believers their intereſt muc 
. in them : theſe are ſolid and ſubſtantial blei- 
fings; in compariſon of which, temporal ones 
are things which are not, that have no fo- 
lidity and ſubſtance in them, mere non- 
entities ; but the bleſſings of grace, which 
faints are made to inherit now, are ſubſtance; 
and that glory they ſhall poſſeſs hereafter, is 
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a better and more enduring ſubſtance, than 
any thing enjoyed here. In a word; the 
bleſſings God bleſſes his people with, who 
are found true and ſpiritual worſhippers of 
him, where he records his name, are un- 
changeable, irreverſible, and for ever; he 
never repents of them, nor revokes them; 
when God gives commandment to bleſs his 
people, and does bleſs them, they are bleſſed; 
and it is not in the power of men or devils, 
to reverſe ſuch a commandment, or ſuch 
bleſſings; they come from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variableneſs, 
nor ſhadow of turning; and they are like 
him, invariable and unalterable ; what I/aac 
faid to Eſau concerning Jacob, is applicable 
to theſe bleſſings; I have bleſſed him, yea, 
and he ſhall be bleſſed *; and, it may be 
ſtrongly argued from hence, that if a poor, 
frail, weak, and dying man, would not make 
any alteration in a bleſſing he had conferred 
on his ſon, though earneſtly ſolicited to it; 
much leſs will that God, who is the im- 
mutable Jehovah, the everlaſting I Am, 
make any change in, or reverſe the bleſſings 
he has beſtowed on his people: no, what- 
ever he does in this way, is for ever; there 

is an inſeparable connexion between the bleſ- 
fings of grace, and eternal glory; to whom 
he gives the one he gives the other ; whom 
he 
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be did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and 
whom be called, them be alſo juſtified ; and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified *. _. 
_ ales; we ſee how ſtrong are the 
reaſons, how forcible the arguments, how 
great the encouragement, to engage us to 
attend the houſe and ordinances of God; 
for, if his preſence and bleſſing are not fuf- 
ficient, what will be? The Lord, to encourage 
the people of [/rael to wait at the door of 
the tabernacle, of the cs, promiſed 
to meet them there, and commune with 
them : and Chriſt, to encourage his miniſters 
and churches to attend to his word and ordi- 
nances, promiſed his prefence with them, 
to the end of the world; than which nothing 
greater could be ſuggeſted to them: and, 
fince God is to be met with in pablic places 
of worſhip; his grace is there difplayed and 
communicated ; Chriſt is to be found, and 
with him life and righteouſneſs, and fal- 
vation, and the love and favour of God to 
be obtained and enjoyed ; this may induce 
us to a conſtant attendance in them; bleſſed 
is the man, ſays wiſdom, or Chriſt, t tbat 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, m_ 
ing at the poſts of my doors; for whoſo 

me findeth life, and fall obtain favour 7 
th Lord. But then it ſhould be obſerved, 
that the places where attendance is to be 


given, 
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given, in a religious way, are where the 
name of the Lord is recorded; there only his 
preſence and bleſſing are to be expected; 

not where there is no mention of him ; 
where the free grace of God, in the ſalvation 
of men, is not ſet forth; where the name 
of Chriſt is not ſpoken of, but ſtudiouſly 
concealed, and but only occaſionally, or now 
and then taken notice of under ſome low 

epithet or another; but, inſtead thereof, 
man's free will is exalted ; the power and 
purity of human nature cried up; juſtifi- 
-cation and falvation are attributed to the 
works of men, and only a moral ſcheme is 
advanced and enforced; in ſuch places the 
preſence and bleſſing of God are not to be 
met with; and, indeed, they are here rarely 
thought of, or ſought for : but, if the name 
of God is recorded in a place, in the ſenſe 
in which it has been explained, it matters 
not what the place is, or is called, as has 
been obſerved ; | fince Tehov ah drelleth not 
in temples made with bands, at leaſt is not 
limited and reſtrained unto-thkem ; nor does 
he regard the form and manner in which 
ths oo are built; he dwells in a more ſtately 
temple than any that can be erected on earth ; 
the heaven is his throne, and the earth his 
Foctftool ; and, therefore, he may well fay, 
where is the ben e that ye build unto me? and 
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